CLAIMS 


What is claimed is: 

1 . A door assembly for a vehicle having a floor and a ceiling, the door assembly 
comprising: 

a frame assembly for mounting on a vehicle having a floor and a ceiling, the frame 
assembly including: 

a floor-level entrance extending upwardly from about the elevation of the floor; 

a lower entrance extending upwardly from below the elevation of the floor, the 
entrances being immediately adjacent to each other; and 

a stairwell positioned inside the lower entrance when the door assembly is mounted 
on the vehicle. 

2. The door assembly of Claim 1 , wherein the stairwell is attached to the frame 
assembly. 

3. The door assembly of Claim 1, in which the frame assembly substantially 
surrounds both of the entrances, and includes a generally vertically-oriented post that divides 
the floor-level entrance from the lower entrance. 

4 The door assembly of Claim 1, in which the stairwell includes a tread attached 
to a position below the elevation of the floor when the door assembly is mounted on the 
vehicle. 

5. The door assembly of Claim 1, in which the lower entrance is positioned 
rearwardly from the floor-level entrance when the door assembly is mounted on the vehicle. 

6. The door assembly of Claim 1 , in which one of the entrances extends to about 
the elevation of the ceiling. 
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7 . 


The door assembly of Claim 1 , in which both of the entrances extends to about 
the elevation of the ceiling. 

8. The door assembly of Claim 1, which includes a door for closing each of the 
entrances. 

9. The door assembly of Claim 1 , which includes a pair of doors for closing one 
of the entrances. 

10. An automotive vehicle assembly comprising: 
a vehicle having a floor and ceiling; 

a frame assembly mounted on the vehicle, the frame assembly including: 
a floor-level entrance extending upwardly from about the elevation of the floor; 
a lower entrance extending upwardly from below the elevation of the floor, the floor- 
level entrance and’the lower entrance being immediately adjacent to each other; and 

a stairwell positioned inside the lower entrance when the door assembly is mounted 
on the vehicle. 

1 1 . The vehicle assembly of Claim 10, wherein the stairwell is attached to the 
frame assembly. 

12 . The vehicle assembly of Claim 10, in which the frame assembly substantially 
surrounds both of the entrances, and includes a generally vertically-oriented post dividing the 
floor-level entrance from the lower entrance. 

13. The vehicle assembly of Claim 10, the stairwell of which includes a tread 
positioned below the elevation of the floor when the door assembly is mounted on the 
vehicle. 


14. The vehicle assembly of Claim 10, wherein the floor-level entrance is 

appropriately sized and elevated with respect to the vehicle for use with a lift, which includes: 

-9- 

Attomey Docket No. 018778-9210 



a support member movably mounted on the vehicle for movement from a lowered 
position, in which the support member is lowered relative to the vehicle, to a raised position, 
in which the support member is raised relative to the vehicle; and 

a lift mechanism for moving the support member from the lowered position to the 
raised position. 

15 . The vehicle assembly of Claim 10, which includes a door for closing the lower 
entrance and the stairwell. 

16. The vehicle assembly of Claim 10, which includes an assisted entrance 
comprising a pair of outward-opening doors for closing the assisted entrance. 

17. * The vehicle assembly of Claim 10, in which the frame assembly, the stairwell 
and doors to close the entrances constitute a modular door assembly. 

18. A method of assembling a vehicle, said method comprising the acts of: 
providing a vehicle having a wall and a floor; 

removing a portion of the wall to produce a cut-out wall area; 
removing a portion of the floor to produce a cut-out floor area; 
providing a modular door assembly comprising a frame assembly having an 
unassisted entrance and an assisted entrance; 

providing a stairwell to serve the assisted entrance; 
inserting the frame assembly in the wall cut-out; 
inserting the stairwell in the floor cut-out; and 
attaching the modular door assembly to the vehicle. 

19. A door assembly for a vehicle having a floor and a ceiling, the door assembly 
comprising: 

a frame assembly for mounting on the vehicle, the frame assembly comprising: 
a first entrance positionable at about the elevation of the floor of the vehicle; 
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a second entrance extending below the elevation of the floor of the vehicle, the first 
entrance and the second entrance being adjacent each other and positionable on the vehicle; 

a stairwell positionable inside the second entrance, and one or more doors mounted on 
the vehicle for closing the first entrance, the second entrance and the stairwell on the vehicle. 

20. The door assembly of Claim 19, in which at least one of the first or second 
entrances extends to about the elevation of the ceiling of the vehicle. 

21. The door assembly of Claim 19, wherein the doors comprise a first door for 
closing the first entrance and a second door for closing the second entrance. 

22. The door assembly of Claim 19, in which the first entrance is appropriately 
sized for use with at least one of a ramp and a lift. 

23. The door assembly of Claim 22, wherein the first entrance comprises: 

a support member movably mounted on the vehicle for movement from a lowered 
position, in whicli the support member is lowered relative to the vehicle, to a raised position, 
in which the support member is raised relative to the vehicle; and 

a lift mechanism for moving the support member from the lowered position to the 
raised position. 
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